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START – 
File Court 
Documents 

JUDICIAL 
CASE 
CONFERENCE 

EXAMINATION 
FOR DISCOVERY 

SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE 
 
At this point the Judge will 
often say “You know, if both of 
you can settle this between 
yourselves, that would be much 
better than a trial where a 3rd 
party imposes his or her own 
views.”  
 
To get to this point there is 
significant financial cost to 
both parties, and emotional cost 
to both parents and children.  
Cost to this stage can easily be 
in excess of $50,000. As well, it 
can take 6 months or more to 
get to this stage. 

END – Trial or 
Settlement. 
 
At trial, the 
outcome is in the 
hands of the judge. 
Emotional and 
financial costs are 
substantial 

INTERIM 
MATTERS 
IN COURT 
(if required) 

 
 

 
                              Collaborative Model 

                      Initial  
             2 Lawyer/2 Client 
              Meeting (4 Way) 
 

The first meeting is an 
introductory one where the 
clients are encouraged to 
express their hopes and fears 
and sign the Participation 
Agreement. An agenda of 
short and long term issues is 
created together with a “to-
do” list.  Time permitting, 
immediate concerns may be 
discussed.  

     2nd 4 Way 
      Meeting 
 
The parties and 
their counsel 
prioritize issues 
and commence 
discussions 

  3rd 4 Way Meeting 
 
By the third meeting we will 
approximately be at the same 
place as the Settlement 
Conference stage in the 
Litigation model, however, the 
cost (legal fees) of the 
Collaborative approach, to get 
to this stage, is likely $5,000 to 
$7,000.  As well, this meeting 
could be within 4-8 weeks of 
the 1st meeting.  This is 
dependent on the schedules of 
all concerned together with the 
need for and production of 
required expert reports. 
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